
East  Sutherland  Camera  Club 

Competition rules for 2019/20 season 
1. There will be 6 competitions across the season. 
2. There will be a ‘colour’, a ‘monochrome’ and a ‘creative’ class [the classes] within each of the 6 competitions.  They will 

share a common subject theme according to that set for the competition. 
3. ‘Monochrome’ is defined, literally, as ‘one colour’.  In the context of Club competitions, a monochrome image is defined 

as one that displays a variety of tones within a single colour.  Frequently this is a range of tones from black through grey 
to white (often called ‘black & white’) but any colour is, in principle, permissible for a monochrome image: for example, a 
sepia image would contain tones of brown.   

4. A ‘colour’ image is any image that displays a variety of tones in more than one colour.  A ‘colour-popped’ image 
(monochrome but with one or more colours ‘popped’ on specific features) has a variety of tones in more than one colour 
and is appropriate to this class rather than monochrome. 

5. A ‘creative’ image is described in mainstream photo competitions as a fictitious creation. So what does that mean in our 
competitions? What follows is our definition and is not identical to that used elsewhere. It has been modified from the 
2018-19 definition. 

“A Creative Category entry must constitute a fictional image consisting of: 
EITHER - at least two combined elements, at least one of which must be from a photograph originally captured by the 
submitting author, 
OR - a single image which has been substantially digitally modified.  
The author’s original photographic content must be significant, in terms of its impact, in the final image, though other 
content may constitute artwork or imagery obtained from legitimate sources, including the web.“ 

NB1: A ‘fictional image’ is defined as one that depicts a scene that could not be seen in real life. 

NB2: ‘Substantial digital manipulation’ is defined as post-processing that goes beyond the use of in-camera filter or scene 
modes or the automated creation of HDR, colour change, colour popping or tessellation effects which can be simply 
produced using buttons and sliders in readily available software packages. 

Some examples will help to clarify what is, and is not, appropriate. 

Appropriate: 

• A fictitious image resulting from the juxtaposition of or combination of elements of one or more of the author’s 
photographs. 
• A combination of elements of one or more of the author’s photographs with other material from a legitimate source 
creating a fictitious image. 
• A fictitious image resulting from the substantial digital manipulation in computer of one or more of the author’s 
photographs, eg warping or painting/writing. 

Not appropriate: 

• A single image, taken by the author using in-camera scene modes, art filters, HDR, colour selection and colour 
popping.  
• A single image, taken by the author which has been digitally manipulated using standard post-processing software 
(as indicated in NB2 above). 
• A single image, taken by the author, without combination, that has been staged, constructed or otherwise put 
together to mimic a historic, futuristic or otherwise imaginary event. 
• A single image, taken by the author, without combination, that has simply had one or more elements cloned out. 
• A combination of two or more images which does no more than create something you could potentially see in real 
life.  For example, replacing a dull sky with a more interesting one.  
• An image which has been constructed entirely on a computer and has no content from the author’s camera. 

Apart from the last bullet point where such an image can never be a photograph, any  of these types of image would, in 
principle, still be acceptable in the colour or monochrome categories of club competitions, as appropriate. 

6. The competition themes for this season are as follows: 
8 October 19  Fauna (prints). 
26 November 19  ‘Open’ subject. (JPEGs only – to be submitted by 22 October 2019) 
14 January 20  ‘Open’ subject. (JPEGs only – to be submitted by 10 December 2019) 
11 February 20  Abandoned Buildings. (prints) 
10 March 20  Movement. (JPEGs only – to be submitted by 11 February 2020) 
28 April 20  Happiness or Sorrow (JPEGs only – to be judged by members on-line. To be 

submitted by 14 April 2020). 



12 May 2020  Annual Competition – external judge judging the top four images from each class 
in each competition. 

7. A Club Member may submit up to 2 images within each of the classes for each of the competitions across the season. An 
image previously entered for an ESCC competition at any time (excluding Highland Challenge) cannot be entered on a 
subsequent occasion.  

8. For the internally judged competitions entries will be submitted 
on the evening of the competition as prints, up to A4 in size, but 
no larger. Two of the JPEG only competitions will be judged by an 
external judge who will need to assess the images in advance of 
the competition night. The 28 April JPEG competition will be 
judged by club members on-line. These JPEGs should be no larger 
than 1600 x 1200 pixels and submitted by the appropriate date 
direct to Gerald Holdsworth. 

9. Each print entry must have the Club’s standard entry form affixed 
to it so that only the information visible from the front is that 
below the thick black line which should comprise the title and a 
tick or cross in the Class box appropriate to the image.  

 
10.  In the case of JPEGs submitted by e-mail for the JPEG competitions the same information should be supplied in the e-

mail but the image title should form the JPEG name, e.g. “My best image.jpg”, the title should not have any other 
identifier, such as author name. 

11. With the exception of a competition with an external judge, entries will be judged by the Members present on the 
evening of each competition. Special arrangements will be announced for the on-line judging of the final JPEG 
competition.  
• a Member may not vote for her/his own image(s); 
• a Member chooses which 4 images s/he judges the best, in order of merit, for each of the classes in the 

competition; 
• for each Member’s selections, the four images are awarded 4, 3, 2 & 1 marks, in order of merit – the 

scoring system is explained in the attached Annex; 
• these marks are collated to identify the top four images in each of the classes in the competition; 
• the results of the top four places in each competition, together with JPEG versions of the images, will be 

displayed on the Club web-site; 
• to this end, members whose images are placed should provide a JPEG of their image at no smaller than 

1600 pixels on the longest size to esccsec@btinternet.com within 3 days of the date of the competition. 
• Where an image has been placed first or second the author should also submit an original sized image 

for use in the press. 
12. A trophy will be awarded at the end of the season to the photographer who earns the most points across the 6 

competitions in each of the classes [Photographer of the Year Awards]. The system to be used for calculating the 
outcome is explained in the attached Annex. 

13. The images coming 1st to 4th in each of the competitions across the season in each of the classes will be taken forward 
in JPEG form to the Annual Competition and judged by an independent expert.  A trophy will be awarded to each of the 
photographers whose images come first in each class in this competition [Photograph of the Year Awards]. 

 

17 September 2019                                   This information is also available at www.eastsutherlandcc.org.uk 
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